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Eden Prairie wins 11th title. sports 
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A DAZZLING 
START TO 
HOLIDAYS 


Fireworks kicked 
off Minneapolis’ 
Holidazzle festival; 
events run through 
Dec. 23. B1 


Dems hope to 
regain trust 
Leaders offer ideas 
for reconnecting 
with the party 
faithful. A5 


Net neutrality 
repeal blasted 
Critics say the FCC 
used a “corrupted” 
process in gather- 
ing comments. A4 


Germany on 
edge of change 
Politics heating up 
as Merkel’s unity 
efforts fail. A4 


Tribes reclaim 
their histories 
Sacred remains, 
relics are slowly 
returning to 
Indian hands. A2 


LOCAL NEWS 


Medicaid 
changes ahead 
Under state plan, 
thousands will get 
new access to clinic 
of their choice. B1 


Racial talks go 
door to door 
Jewish Commu- 
nity Action tries 
new approach to 
alter attitudes. B1 


SPORTS 


No replay of 
last season 
Vikings showing 
aresilience that 
was nowhere to be 
seen in 2016. C3 


Wild beats Avs 
in shootout 

On Black Friday, 
white-hot team 
edges Colorado. C12 


BUSINESS 


Bold new plan 
for health care 
Willmar doctors, 
city hospital unveil 
St. Cloud nonprofit 
proposal. D1 


VARIETY 


Letting go of 
the Gateway 
Razed 60 years 
ago, the notorious 
urban district had 
seen its prime. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 

St. Paul’s new food 
truck-themed bar 
serves an impos- 
sible 15-pound ice 
cream monster. 


Better share. E1 


150 YEARS K 1887-2017 


42° Q 30° 


A sunny, mild Saturday 
is in store. B6 


Militants kill hundreds at 


crowded mosqu 


—_ 
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ein Egypt 


AMR NABIL « Associated Press 


Abdullah Abdel-Nasser, 14, who was injured by a bullet and shrapnel as he fled the attack, said,“I don’t think anyone survived.” 


The assailants escaped after mowing down at least 235 people 


By BRIAN ROHAN and SAMY MAGDY 


Associated Press 


CAIRO - In the deadliest attack ever 
by Islamic extremists in Egypt, militants 
assaulted a crowded mosque Friday during 
prayers, blasting worshipers with gunfire 
and rocket-propelled grenades and block- 
ing their escape routes. At least 235 people 
were killed before the assailants got away. 

Theattackin the northern part ofthe Sinai 
Peninsula targeted a mosque frequented 
by Sufis, members of a mystic movement 
within Islam. Islamic militants, including the 
local Islamic State of Iraq and Syria affiliate, 
consider Sufis heretics because of their less 
literal interpretations of the faith. 

The startling bloodshed in the town of Bir 


to the state news agency. It offered the latest 


sign that, despite more than three years of 


fighting in Sinai, the Egyptian government 


steps might be taken. 


has failed to deter an ISIS-led insurgency. 
President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi vowed 
that the attack “will not go unpunished” and 
that Egypt would persevere with its war on 
terrorism. But he did not specify what new 


The military and security forces have 
been waging a tough campaign against 
militants in the towns, villages and desert 
mountains of Sinai, and Egypt has been ina 
state of emergency for months. Across the 
country, thousands have been arrested in a 
crackdown on suspected Islamists as well 


as against other dissenters and critics, rais- 


al-Abd also wounded at least 109, according 


ing concern about human rights violations. 


See ATTACK on A5> 


Med, Mass killing at 
Seq crowded mosque 
in Bir al-Abd 


Source: Washington Post 


Trump condemns attack 
The president also cited the 
need for his travel ban. A5 


Ore plant 
revival hits 
a costly 


hurdle 


New owners shift focus to 
finishing Nashwauk plant, 
restoring Iron Range jobs. 


By DEE DePASS 
dee.depass@startribune.com 


The much-anticipated 
rebirth of the former Magneta- 
tion iron-ore tailings operation 
in Grand Rapids, Minn., is on 
hold as the new owners wres- 
tle with higher costs and bigger 
upgrades than expected. 

The unexpected costs are 
associated witha related plant in 
Indiana where the Grand Rapids 
ore tailings would be converted 
into iron pellets. 

Robb Bigelow, ERP Iron 
Ore’s managing director, said 
inan interview Wednesday that 
air pollution controls and per- 
mitting in Indiana will require 
an investment of $10 million to 
$20 million. Until Indiana can 
be upgraded, there’s no need 
for ore to be shipped from the 
Grand Rapids plant. 

“We didn’t know there was 
a nonfunctioning air pollution 
system there,” he said, adding 
that the complication “probably 
pushes [the Grand Rapids plant 
restart] out 12 months.” 

The investors behind ERP 
have told public officials they 
will shift their attention to 
completing the deal to buy and 
reopen the bankrupt, half-built 
Essar Steel Minnesota taconite 
plant in Nashwauk. Both the 
former Magnetation property 
in Grand Rapids and Essar are 
controlled by companies whose 
main investor is Virginia bil- 
lionaire Tom Clarke. 

Iron Rangers and union lead- 
ers say they’re disappointed by 


See MAGNETATION on A8 > 
140 850 
Workers Workers 
planned for needed to 
Grand Rapids restart work 
Magnetation at Nashwauk 


Going to bat 
for Mexicans 
inthe U.S. 


Mexico launches $50M 
program to help its citizens 
in Minnesota, elsewhere. 


By MILA KOUMPILOVA 
mila.koumpilova@startribune.com 


At the Mexican consulate in 
St. Paul, Caroline Brown told 
families what to do during run- 
ins with immigration agents: 
Don’t open the door unless 
agents slip a warrant under it, 
and don’t answer questions if 
detained. 

“With the president we have, 
it’s very important to know your 
rights,” Brown, a case manager 
of Zimmer Law Group, said in 
Spanish. 

Along with its usual work 
of issuing passports and birth 
certificates, the consulate has 
unleashed an unprecedented 
effort this year to respond to 
immigration changes under the 
Trump administration. 

As part ofa $50 million Mexi- 
can government initiative, the 
consulate teamed up with attor- 
neys to offer workshops about 
immigration enforcement and 
screenings to check whether 

See CONSULATE on A8 > 


THE HOLIDAY RUSH IS ON 


In stores and online, season’s shopping was off to strong start. 


The changing dynamics of 
Black Friday meant that some 
shopping malls had lines out- 
side at predawn, while those 
that opened the night before 
had a mellower start. 

Meanwhile, online sales 
were going gangbusters. 

At 8 a.m. Friday, a smattering 
of shoppers wandered through 
Edina’s Southdale. It was open 
Thanksgiving night, when 
stores promoted Black Friday- 
only deals of 50 to 75 percent off. 

Five high school friends from 


By KAVITA 
KUMAR and 
JACKIE CROSBY 
Star Tribune staff 


ABOVE 
Irene Slaughter- 
Janneh of Minne- 
apolis rested with 
her daughter 
Serreh, 8, at MOA. 


LEILA NAVIDI 
Star Tribune 


New Prague clustered around 
Caribou Coffee on the ground 
floor, holding packages and 
sipping frozen drinks through 
straws. 

“We like it because it’s quiet,” 
said Lauren Vivant, 17. “They 
have the same deals, but it’s less 
busy. You can get in and out of 
stores much faster.” 

Online shopping is great for 
some things, said Alicia Belfield, 
but it’s a solitary pursuit. 

“Personally, I like trying 

See SHOPPING on A8 > 


Cleaning 
house at the 
State Capitol 


Legislators consider ways 
to put a stop to harassment. 


By J. PATRICK COOLICAN 
patrick.coolican@startribune.com 


The sudden resignation 
announcements this week of 
two legislators facing allega- 
tions of sexual harassment 
may be comforting to Minne- 
sotans thinking the infection 
at the State Capitol has been 
remedied. 

But any newfound sense of 
security following the departure 
of Sen. Dan Schoen and Rep. 
Tony Cornish would be naive, 
say lobbyists, legislators and staff. 

“There are other lawmakers 
who behave inappropriately 
toward women and haven't 
been named in these stories, and 
that’s why this issue isn’t over,” 
said a lobbyist who declined to 
benamed for fear of retribution. 

“Its shocking what these 
guys think they can do,” said 
another Capitol lobbyist. 

The swift toppling of Schoen 
and Cornish — the former a 
St. Paul Park DFLer, the latter 
a Vernon Center Republican 

See CAPITOL on A8 > 
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